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IN HONDURAS:  
See how a new  

perspective is benefiting 
entire communities  

IN UGANDA:  
Visit the Wotea’s  

fruitful family  
coffee farm 

IN THE PHILIPPINES:  
Meet families thriving  

three years after  
Typhoon Haiyan 

PLUS:  
• Follow LWR Quilts and 

Kits from assembly  
to distribution

     With Gratitude

Affirming God’s love for all people, we work  
with Lutherans and partners around the world  
to end poverty, injustice and human suffering.

It’s back! 
See inside for details.

STORIES FROM 2016



GIVING THANKS IN THE MIDST OF IT ALL 
By Dan Ruth, LWR’s Associate Director, Interactive Marketing    

Poverty. Protests. Refugees. Earthquakes, 
typhoons and hurricanes. Terror. ISIS.

Sometimes it can feel like too much.

I recently gave a talk to a group of adults 
at my church. I talked about how Lutheran 
World Relief is providing support for 
refugees from Syria and South Sudan. And I 
talked about our work to get people back on 
their feet after disasters.

A woman in the front row chimed in and 
asked, “How many people [staff] does LWR 
have in these places?”

“We have about 160 staff worldwide,”  
I responded. “Roughly half in the United 
States, and half in countries around the world.”

“How do you have any hope of making a 
difference with such limited resources?”

While we have amazing, thoughtful, expert 
staff and partners who work hard to evaluate 
our programs so we can prove the impact 
we’re making, sometimes it is easy to look 
at the sheer scale of the needs around the 
world and, indeed, feel hopeless.

But there’s a wonderful paradox in our faith. 
We see a broken world. We know that sin, 
sickness and death will always exist. Yet we 
believe in a God who comes into this broken 
world, who lives with us, and will conquer sin 
and death. So in the midst of brokenness, 
we believe in — and respond with — hope.

I am following the wise advice of the psalmist 
and giving thanks.

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever.
                         - Psalm 136:1

I give thanks for my loving spouse. I give 
thanks for our son and the joy I feel as I 
watch his growing legs carry him farther 
across the world each day. I give thanks for 
coworkers who bring joy and laughter to my 
daily work.

I give thanks for you, called by your faith to 
help your brothers and sisters who are living 
in extreme poverty. This life is bountiful, and 
God’s steadfast love endures forever.

DEVOTIONAL
A CHRISTIAN DEVOTION FROM LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF

Delicious LWR Fair Trade — like coffee and chocolate — 
helps hardworking farmers support their families and 
uplift their communities.

A portion of your purchases benefi ts the 
LWR Small Farmer Fund, which supports 
poor rural farmers and their families. 

lwrcoffee.com | 774.776.7340

Order by December 10, 2016 for delivery by Christmas. Purchases of non-Fair Trade, non-food items, such 
as serving and selling equipment are not part of LWR Fair Trade and will not be included in Small Farmer 
Fund donation. LWR Fair Trade is a partnership between Lutheran World Relief and Equal Exchange.

TASTES GOOD. 
DOES GOOD. 
LWR FAIR TRADE!

Mueni Ndambuki and her 12-year-
old son Evans are learning better 
farming techniques in Kenya.

Brenda Kimaro for LWR



IN THE PAGES OF THIS ISSUE 
OF LWR SPECIAL REPORTS, 

you’ll meet families who are lifting 

themselves out of poverty and finding 

increased stability and dignity. We are 

so thankful for the lasting progress  

you have made possible over the past 

seven decades, and in the past year 

alone! Together, we share the joy  

of the families and communities  

reached with your support.

Irene Nanjekhe has become an expert 
in coffee farming and is trained as a 
Community Knowledge Worker (CKW) with 
Gumutindo Coffee Cooperative in Uganda. 
Here, she examines coffee seedlings in 
the cooperative’s nursery. The healthy 
seedlings will eventually be distributed 
to member coffee farmers. In her role as 
a CKW, Irene visits four to six farmers a 
day providing answers to questions like 
“What buyer is providing the best pricing?”, 
“What is the best way to prune my coffee 
trees?”, “How do I fertilize my trees without 
using chemicals?” This is all important 
information that helps farmers improve 
their coffee yields and coffee bean quality, 
as well as to get the best price for their 
crops. Thank you for investing in community 
owned approaches to problem solving that 
will last long after our projects end.

Jake Lyell for LWR

Delicious LWR Fair Trade — like coffee and chocolate — 
helps hardworking farmers support their families and 
uplift their communities.

A portion of your purchases benefi ts the 
LWR Small Farmer Fund, which supports 
poor rural farmers and their families. 

lwrcoffee.com | 774.776.7340

Order by December 10, 2016 for delivery by Christmas. Purchases of non-Fair Trade, non-food items, such 
as serving and selling equipment are not part of LWR Fair Trade and will not be included in Small Farmer 
Fund donation. LWR Fair Trade is a partnership between Lutheran World Relief and Equal Exchange.

TASTES GOOD. 
DOES GOOD. 
LWR FAIR TRADE!



“I TEACH MY CHILDREN 
ABOUT THE GOODNESS OF 
FARMING. THEY KNOW WE 
ARE PICKING THE COFFEE 
WHICH WILL EDUCATE  
THEM TOMORROW.”

– GODFREY WOTEA

GODFREY WOTEA farms on a small 
plot of land on Mt. Elgon in Uganda that 
was left to him by his father. His family 
has grown coffee for generations, 
but their farming methods and lack 
of resources meant they didn’t grow 
much, and what they did grow wasn’t 
high enough quality to earn a good 
income. Godfrey and his wife Irene 
struggled to support their children  
and send them to school.

But with your help, things have improved 
for Godfrey, Irene and their children!

They’ve learned important techniques 
for growing coffee, like pruning their 
coffee trees and only picking coffee 
cherries when they are ripe red.  
They’ve also learned about post-
harvest processing steps — like pulping 
and drying — that help preserve the 
quality of their coffee.

Now Irene and Godfrey are able to 
provide for their family and send their 
children to school.

See more photos from the Wotea’s  
farm at lwr.org/wotea.
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Irene and Godfrey Wotea with their 
children at their home in Uganda.

11-year-old Joseph Wotea at school.



LEONIDA CARUPO and her family lost 
nearly everything when Typhoon Haiyan 
hit the Philippines on November 8, 
2013. Their house was destroyed and 
they lost their only means of livelihood. 

But what they didn’t lose was hope. 
Thanks to generous people like you, 
Leonida’s family has been able to 
rebuild their home; they’ve received 
a new, updated latrine and they’ve 
learned to raise fish for income. 

You also gave Leonida’s community the 
gift of preparedness. Her community 
now has an emergency response plan, 
so families know what to do when 
future storms approach. 

Leonida and her family have come 
a long way in the three years since 
Typhoon Haiyan hit. See how far they’ve 
come between then and now — and 
meet two more families you 
reached with the gifts of hope 
and preparedness — in the  
video at lwr.org/videos/haiyan.

LWR WANTS TO 
GET TO KNOW OUR 

FAMILY BETTER.  

Please take a moment to complete our 
brief survey. It takes less than five minutes 

and you can enter to win a  
Fair Trade gift basket or an LWR Gift 
donated in honor of you or someone 
special to you! lwr.org/familysurvey 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
FAMILY SURVEY PRIZE DRAWING 

WINNERS: 
Earl Bruning from Arkansas,  
Sandra Webb from Missouri,  

Pastor Jean DeVoll-Donaldson from 
Oklahoma, Ella Kunkel from Washington,  

Diane Sayre from Ohio, and  
Twila Jacobson from Wisconsin!

“TYPHOON HAIYAN TAUGHT US HOW TO 
BE READY FOR THE NEXT STORM …”

– LEONIDA CARUPO 
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Eduardo stands in his fishing boat. He received 
fishing equipment to replace what he lost in 
Typhoon Haiyan and is able to earn income again.

Antonio smiles as he talks about his new 
community sanitation role. He now has the 
equipment needed to collect waste, keep his 
community clean and earn a livelihood.



ELSIE STROMBERG was just a child 
when she found herself living in a 
refugee camp in the throes of World 
War II. It was there that she received 
a school bag, which allowed her to 
continue her education.

Now Elsie and her husband live in 
Minnesota and attend Cambridge 
Lutheran Church, where they sew school 
bags that get filled with the essential 
supplies in LWR School Kits. Elsie is 
delighted that her backpacks go around 
the world to children in need, providing 
the opportunity she was once given.

Visit lwr.org/videos/quilts to watch  
a special video where you can follow  
LWR Quilts and Kits on their journey 
from assembly to distribution. Meet 
Elsie and members of her congregation 
— of all ages — as they make and 
assemble Quilts and Kits. Then travel 
to a poor, remote region of Peru and 
meet hard-working families, 
for whom your gifts of Quilts 
and Kits provide warmth and 
comfort, and support health 
and education.

Your Gift Doubles  
to Save Lives!

“IF YOU EDUCATE PEOPLE, YOU 
HOPEFULLY DECREASE THE 
VIOLENCE IN THIS WORLD.”

– ELSIE STROMBERG 
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Give by December 31 and your gift can be doubled with  
LWR’s Christmas Matching Gift Challenge. Check out the enclosed  

envelope to learn more or give online at lwr.org/special-match.

LWR Quilts and Kits are 
welcomed necessities for 
families living in a poor and 
remote region of Peru. 

Stacks of Quilts ready to be 
packaged for shipment from  
LWR’s Minnesota warehouse. 



HONDURAS is the second poorest 
country in Latin America. Women are 
particularly vulnerable because they 
lack the resources to earn income and 
invest in education, health care and 
nutrition for their families.

Visit lwr.org/videos/gender and meet 
women in Honduras participating in an 
innovative project that empowers them 
to advocate for better resources. In the 
video, you’ll also meet 
men — their husbands 
and neighbors — who 
are learning how they 
can help support and 
advocate for  
this work.

WHEN WOMEN AND MEN WORK TOGETHER, 
THEIR ENTIRE COMMUNITY BENEFITS.
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Manuel Martínez and his daughter Delmy at 
their home. Manuel is a local government 
leader and participated in the project.

Dilma Rodríguez (left) 
and Miriam Arriagah 
stand outside of their 
chicken coop.

lsian Coronada Díaz 
collects the radishes 
she grew in her 
home garden.



700 Light Street

Baltimore, MD 21230, USA

800.597.5972

lwr.org

facebook.com/LuthWorldRelief

twitter.com/LuthWorldRelief

youtube.com/LutheranWorldRelief

lwr.org/blog

COVER IMAGE: Esther Kimanayi collects freshly-harvested coffee beans on her farm in Uganda. She is a member of 
the LWR-supported Gumutindo Coffee Cooperative and has learned better growing techniques and how to preserve 
the quality of her coffee. (Jake Lyell for LWR)

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Editor, Lauren Bauer lbauer@lwr.org

©2016 Lutheran World Relief. Articles from this newsletter may be reprinted free of charge,  
with the credit “reprinted with permission of Lutheran World Relief.”

Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of U.S. Lutherans,  
serving communities living in poverty overseas.
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Families in Kenya can now irrigate their fi elds 
and grow nutritious vegetables on arid land.

THIS CHRISTMAS, 
GIVE GIFTS THAT CHANGE LIVES.
Give LWR Gifts.

You!These Smiles Made Possible by   

800.597.5972    lwr.org/gifts
Farm Tools Improve a 

Farmer’s Land
Seeds

Orders received by December 9, 2016 have the best chance to receive an LWR Gifts greeting card 
before Christmas Day. Running late? Don’t worry! You’ll have the option to email or print cards.
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